
Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Morning and Welcome to the ZOOM Meet and Greet for the 2023 World Cruise.  

Today we are going to be talking about Wellington, New Zealand, Sydney, Port Arthur, and Hobart Australia.  



Auckland

Tauranga

Napier

Wellington

Auckland – Feb 2, 2023
Tauranga – Feb 3, 2023
Napier – Feb 4, 2023
Wellington – Feb 5, 2023

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wellington will be the last of our four New Zealand ports.  Here is a map that shows the New Zealand ports we will be visiting on 4 consecutive days.



Briefing prepared by Ellen –
Sandiego1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This brief was prepared by Ellen, Sandiego1 on cruise critic, and I appreciate her putting this together.   



Wellington, New Zealand
• Sunday, February 5, 2023
• Docked from 9:00AM to 11:00PM
• Tourist Info

• https://www.lonelyplanet.com/new-zealand/wellington
• https://www.whatsinport.com/Wellington.htm

• Weather
• Feb temperatures range 58°-66°F; avg 62°F.
• 2.3” precipitation with 76% relative humidity.
• World’s windiest city by average wind speed.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will be moored in  Wellington on Sunday, February 4th, 2023, from 9 AM until 11 PM.     Our late departure will give us a chance to try out some local restaurants for dinner.   The temperatures will be on the cool side, so you may want to have a light jacket available in the evening.

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/new-zealand/wellington
https://www.whatsinport.com/Wellington.htm


Wellington, New Zealand
Auckland

Wellington

• Capital of New Zealand
• Located on the south-western tip of 

North Island on Cook Strait
• Southernmost capital city in the 

world
• Very walkable city

Wellington

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a closer view of the geography around Wellington.   Something for your trivia memory banks – What is the southernmost capital city?



Wellington

Cruise ship terminal

Wellington Museum

Cable Car Museum;
Wellington Botanic 
Garden

i-Site Visitor info center

Museum of New Zealand

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ship moors at a wharf in an industrial area.   The cruise terminal appears to be a converted warehouse, and there doesn’t seem to be much of anything inside.   Reports from other cruisers indicate that there is usually a mandatory shuttle bus that will take you downtown.   The drop-off spot was reported to be right across from the Beehive – and iconic building part of the NZ Parliament compound.  

This map shows you Wellington’s layout and the location of some of the main tourist attractions.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the Capitol of New Zealand, there are many other interesting places to consider on your visit.   The “Beehive” shown here is home to the Prime Minister and other executive offices.   The Prime Minister’s residence is the Premier House, which is nearby but is obscured by trees and shrubs, so there isn’t much to see from the street.    There are tours available through the parliament and a viewing gallery, but since we are there on a Sunday, they will probably not be available.   Check their website for hours and availability because of COVID access is subject to change.  

There is a self guided walking tour available for downloading from the Parliament’s website.

The nearby National Library also holds some historical documents like the Treaty of Waitangi, but they are closed on Sundays.



Essentials
• Money - US $ usually not accepted. NZ $ or credit card is best. $1NZ = $0.70US
• VISA - Need NZeTA (New Zealand Electronic Travel Authority). $9 if use app or 

$12 if online. https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/apply-for-a-
visa/about-visa/nzeta

• Safety - Normal precautions.
• Clothing - Informal/casual/comfortable. Few restaurants have dress codes.
• Internet

• Aotea Quay cruise ship terminal has 6 internet stations.
• Free WiFi in downtown Wellington.

• Cell Service - Good 3G/4G coverage through 2degrees, Vodafone, or Spark.
• Tipping - Not required. 10% would be a generous restaurant tip.
• Taxi - Available at cruise terminal and center city.
• Bus

• Free shuttle bus from cruise terminal to center city.
• Local bus - timetable and maps; https://www.metlink.org.nz/
• HoHo - Temporarily closed.

• Car Rental - Several near the cruise terminal, including Omega Rental Cars and 
Thrifty Car Rental. Remember to drive on the left.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chart highlights the basics for our visit. Wellington is a very modern city so everything you would expect to find will be available here.


You will need NZ dollars as USD are not accepted or if they are the exchange rate will be horrible.   Best bet is to get some NZ Dollars in Auckland at an ATM.

Getting a NZ Visa is easy to get online and HAL will require you to get this before you leave. 

In addition to taxis, Uber is also available.





https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/apply-for-a-visa/about-visa/nzeta
https://www.metlink.org.nz/


Cruise Terminal
• We will likely be docked at Aotea Quay (larger ships) instead of 

Queens Wharf.
• 1.5 mile walk to central city or 5 minute walk to train station.
• Free shuttle to central city.
• Visitor information with brochures and maps.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will be moored at How Tay UH – KEY – 

The few blogs I could find all indicated that you had to take a shuttle bus to leave the Key area.  

I couldn’t find  much about the Cruise terminal, but I suspect its little more than a large open warehouse.   



Shopping
• The ‘Golden Mile’ - Formed by Lambton Quay, Willis St, Manners St, and 

Courtenay Place offers some of the best shopping in Wellington. See blue dotted 
line in map below.

• Capital Gateway Centre - On Thorndon Quay, close to cruise terminal and 
Wellington Railway Station.

• https://capitalgatewayretail.co.nz/
• Harborside Market - New Zealand arts and crafts, plus artisan food products at 

bargain prices. Held on Sundays, near Museum of New Zealand. 
• Old Bank Shopping Arcade - Up-market shopping with plenty of food outlets in 

an old bank building. On Lambton Quay, near Willis St.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several excellent shopping centers in addition to the shops you will find along the Golden Mile.   The starting point to the Golden Mile is close to the Beehive, where the Shuttle drop-off point has been previously.    If you walk down the Golden Mile, you will run into the Cable Car station, which you could take to the summit and then walk down or take the round trip on the cable car.  

The Capital Gateway Centre is close to the cruise terminal.  Most of the shops don’t have much tourist interest  - A Bed Bath and Beyond for example, but there was a Hobby Store which sells trains and slot cars and make have some local items if model trains are of interest.   The toy store may have some interesting local gifts for grandchildren.

The Harbourside Market is near the museum of New Zealand.  It closes at 2PM so keep that in mind as you plan your day.   It is only open on Sunday so its nice that we will be visiting on a Sunday.    This is a collection of artisan shops, food trucks and other very local types of products.   I would put this in the don’t miss category as we are lucky to be there the one day a week it is open.

The Old Bank Shopping arcade is open til 3 pm on Sundays.  It has a Starbucks and mainly women’s clothing stores.  Check it out if you walk by.

https://capitalgatewayretail.co.nz/


Attractions (1)
• Wellington Museum

• Features a large-scale model of the harbor including model ships and other maritime 
memorabilia.

• Free admission.
• https://www.museumswellington.org.nz/wellington-museum/

• Cable Car Museum
• Free admission.
• Locate at the top of the Cable Car.
• https://www.museumswellington.org.nz/cable-car-museum/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many people enjoy taking the cable car to the Cable Car Summit and then walking back down, passing through the Botanical Garden along the way.    Right outside the exit at the top of the Cable Car is the Cable Car Museum.  It’s free and gets OK reviews, with everyone saying it’s worth a quick peek inside.  

Another option on your walk back down the hill is Space Place – a museum about the southern skies, but the main attraction is the planetarium.   Admission is $14 NZ, and there is a show once an hour.   There are different shows throughout the day so check out their website to see if there is one of particular interest 

The Wellington Museum is on the waterfront.  There are four floors and it covers the history of Wellington, along with the city’s maritime history and the early Maori and European settlements.   Plan on 2-4 hours.



https://www.museumswellington.org.nz/wellington-museum/
https://www.museumswellington.org.nz/cable-car-museum/


Attractions (2)
• Museum of New Zealand: Te Papa Tongarewa 

• Opened in 1998, this museum is a wonderful way to discover New Zealand.
• Free admission.
• https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/

• Cable Car
• Originally built in 1898. It is New Zealand’s only running funicular railway.
• Several stops from Lambton Quay up to the hilltop district of Kelburn.
• $9 RT; $5 OW.
• https://www.wellingtoncablecar.co.nz/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Museum of New Zealand opened in 1998 and is a combination National Art Gallery, History and Science museum.   It covers 6 floors and you should plan on 2-4 hours.   There are numerous exhibits that change from time to time so check ahead to see what is most interesting so you can better plan your visit.

The Cable Car is very modern and nothing like the San Francisco cable cars.   A one way ticket is $5.   After you ride to the top there are a couple of options – you could ride the cable car back down or walk down via the Botanical Garden toward the shuttle bus stop or head down toward the Museum of New Zealand and then walk back along the waterfront.


https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/
https://www.wellingtoncablecar.co.nz/


Attractions (3)
• Wellington Botanic Gardens

• 62 hilly acres.
• Mobility scooters and wheelchair available for free use; book in advance.
• https://wellingtongardens.nz/

• Zealandia Wildlife Sanctuary
• 617 acre reserve that is home to 40 rare species of native wildlife.
• $23 admission or $55 for 2 hour tour.
• Although outdoors, a large area is accessible for wheelchair users.
• https://www.visitzealandia.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Botanic Gardens are right on the way back toward the ship from the Cable Car Summit.   

The Wildlife Sanctuary is about 1 and ¼ miles further inland from the Cable Car museum.    The roads there all have sidewalks, so if it’s a nice day, it would be a pleasant walk thru a residential area.   Plan on 2-3 hours to visit the sanctuary.

The Sanctuary gets great reviews.  Most people rave about the guided tour with a maximum of 12 people leaving at 10 am, 11 am and 1PM  - price $55.

https://wellingtongardens.nz/
https://www.visitzealandia.com/


Private Tours
• Tours by Locals: https://www.toursbylocals.com/Wellington-Tours
• Costco Travel Shore Excursions: 

https://www.shoreexcursionsgroup.com/port/wellington-shore-
excursions

• Shore Trips & Tours: https://www.shoretripsandtours.com/
• Get Your Guide: https://www.getyourguide.com/-l943/-

tc2/?redirector=150419
• Viator: https://www.viator.com/Wellington/d399-

ttd?SSAID=320199&aid=sas0_132440_320199&mcid=43009&rel
=sponsored&SSAIDDATA=SSCID_11k6_a0khu

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some websites that offer a wide variety of private tours.

https://www.toursbylocals.com/Wellington-Tours
https://www.shoreexcursionsgroup.com/port/wellington-shore-excursions
https://www.shoretripsandtours.com/
https://www.getyourguide.com/-l943/-tc2/?redirector=150419
https://www.viator.com/Wellington/d399-ttd?SSAID=320199&aid=sas0_132440_320199&mcid=43009&rel=sponsored&SSAIDDATA=SSCID_11k6_a0khu


HAL Tours (1)
• AFAR: Te Papa, City Sights & Mt Victoria: $110; 5.5 hrs
• Lord of the Rings Locations & the Weta Cave: $150; 3.5 hrs

• Only 2.5* on HAL site. Doesn’t really go to Weta Cave - only gift shop

• Seal Coast Safari: $190; 3.5 hrs
• Limited capacity. Not recommended for guests using a wheelchair or with 

back conditions.

• Shenandoah - A Unique Kiwi Experience: $170; 3.5hrs
• Te Papa & Zealandia Eco Experience: $120; 4 hrs
• Te Papa Express: $40; 3.5 hrs
• Wellington Harbour & The Storm Coast: $130; 4 hrs
• Zealandia Eco Reserve & Otari Wilton Bush: $120; 4 hrs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a list of the HAL tours - 



HAL Tours (2)
• Wellington Quad Biking: $300; 6.5 hrs

• Did this on 2019 WC. One of the best ATV adventures we’ve ever had!
• Gorgeous scenery and varying terrain.
• Limited capacity.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ellen and Peter did this tour in 2019 and loved it.   Worth checking out if you want to get out of the city.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our first stop in Australia will be Sydney



Sydney Essentials

• Scenic arrival – Early! – Opera Rolls!
• Moored Feb 9th and 10th (Thursday and Friday) 

• 8 AM to 6 PM (Next Day)
• White Bay Cruise Terminal Expected

• Very Strict Food and Agriculture 
• Shuttle bus to Darling Harbor
• Taxi Stand and Uber available
• Ferry from WBCT to King Street Wharf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Sydney sail in is early - usually starting at 6 am - with sunrise around 6:30 am.   There will be commentary on the open decks and expect to see the Opera House rolls being served.   These are the same as the Panama Canal Rolls from earlier in the cruise.

Based on the observation that HAL is offering a tour to The Rocks, I anticipate we will moor at the White Bay Cruise Terminal.    

Australia will be a ZERO count port – meaning that everyone must get off the ship before anyone can come back aboard.    This process always takes a couple of hours.   Prior to arrival, you will get a priority number that they will use to call you down to the terminal.   If you get a high number, but have an early private tour, guest services will give you a lower number if you ask.

There is nothing to do near the Cruise Terminal.  You have 3 choices for how to go into the city:  Take the HAL shuttle to Darling Harbor,  Take the Captain Cook Ferry to Darling Harbor or take a taxi or uber to ultimate destination.  



Sydney Essentials

• Money
• USD not accepted  ($100 AUS is about $70 USD)
• Change money on ship or via ATM

• VISA – eVisa required in advance – easy to do online
• Expect Zero Count on arrival –

• Safety – Normal Precautions
• Internet – Widely available
• Cell Service – All major providers
• Rental Cars Available, Uber and Taxis
• Tipping not expected – Round up Cab Fare to next $5 increment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You don’t need much cash, as everyone takes credit cards, but I usually get about $50 changed just to be ready for any situation where credit cards aren’t accepted.   

You will need an eVisa which is easily available online.   There are several different websites that offer this service – Suprsignly the official Australian site is not the cheapest so shop around online.

We usually rent a car here and have found that the AVIS location inside the Marriott Hotel near the Rocks is the most convenient.   Sometimes we will rent a room here so we don’t have to go back to the ship if we have a late night in Sydney.   Getting a room also gives you a chance for fast WiFi and a chance to update and backup your computers.



Sydney Area

Blue Mountains – 60 
miles 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an overview of Sydney and the surrounding area.    The Blue Mountains, about 60 miles west are a popular destination.   Manly Beach to the north can be reached via Ferry and makes a nice day trip.   Bondi beach is beautiful with a lot going on and is accessible via public transportation or the HoHo.



Sydney Area

Shuttle Stop

Shuttle Stop

Sydney Tower

Ferry Landing

Opera House

Overseas PT

White Bay

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zooming in we see the layout closer in.   White Bay is at the upper left with the HAL Darling Harbor Shuttle Stop and Ferry Landing shown.   Sometimes the ship ran a shuttle to the Rocks and that stop is shown here as well.



Things to do

• Sydney Harbor Bridge
• Bridge Walk ($250)
• Pylon Climb ($14)

• Sydney Opera House
• See a show – 8 venues
• Take a tour

• The Rocks
• Blue Mountains
• Bondi Beach
• Manly Beach
• Hop On – Hop Off 
• Sydney Zoo/Aquarium
• Sydney Tower

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a lot to do in Sydney.    Here is a short list of some popular activities.  

There are many options for the Sydney Harbour Bridge walk.   HAL offers this as a tour, but as usual, you can save a lot by doing it yourself.   If you have already done the Bridge walk or don’t want to spend that much, consider the Pylon Climb which offers almost the same view for a fraction of the price.   Also, unlike the Harbour Bridge Climb you can take your own camera and save some money on photographs.  On the next slide I have a few photos of the view from the Pylon.

The Sydney Tour has a rotating restaurant and offers a skywalk where you can walk around the top of the tower outside.   No bungee jumps!

About 6-9 months out you should start to see what will be offered at the Sydney Opera House during our visit.   There are several venues offering a variety of entertainment so there are a lot of choices.   HAL will offer a tour but it will cost about twice as much as doing it on your own.  



View from Bridge Pylon

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The pylon you climb is closer one in the upper left photograph.   The middle photo shows what is like at the top of the pylon and the lower right photograph shows you the view.   There isn’t any elevator and you have to be ready for about 275 steps.   Also note that there is about 150 steps from the Rocks – where you start – to get to the Bridge.    So all together you will have to climb 425 steps to get to the top of the Pylon from The Rocks.



Places to eat

• Tower Restaurants
• Infinity at Sydney Tower (81st Floor)
• O Bar – 47th floor

• Rockpool Bar and Grill
• Most Beautiful Dining Room $$$$

• Moo Gourmet Burgers
• Bondi Beach

• The Grumpy Baker
• Hyde Park

• The Rocks Café
• Fish and Chips

• Secret Food Tours Sydney

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are hundreds or restaraunts to choose from.   Here is a list of a few that caught my eye.  

When we were here in 2020 we did the Secret Food Tour which includes visiting 4-5 restaurants and getting sample at each.   We find these tours a lot of fun as you get to meet fellow travelers who are not on the ship and hear their adventures in addition to the commentary from the tour guide.

Australia and New Zealand are famous for meat pies –The Grumpy Baker is a local chain and there is a small walk up restaurant adjacent to Hyde Park – close to the Darling Harbor shuttle stop.



Things to eat

• Tim Tams
• Chicken Parm
• Vegemite on Toast
• Fish and Chips
• Meat Pies
• Anzac Biscuits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a list of some local Sydney foods to try.   

If you haven’t tried Vegemite, it’s worth a try, but remember its very strong.   If you use if like pepper, you will probably get the amount right.  Its definitely an acquired taste.  



Things to Buy

• Camphor Cutting Boards
• Ugg Boots

• Factory Outlet in Sydney

• Ken Done art
• The Rocks

• Cricket Bat
• Boomerang

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some local items to consider picking up.   



HAL Tours (Sydney)
• Sydney Opera House Performance
• Harbor Tours/Dinner
• Blue Mountains
• Manly Beach
• Zoo
• The Rocks on your own

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a list of the HAL tours currently offered.   They don’t have that many as there is so much to do on your own.    



HAL Tours (Sydney)
• Sydney Opera House Performance
• Harbor Tours/Dinner
• Blue Mountains
• Manly Beach
• Zoo
• The Rocks on your own

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a photo of the Opera House during the sailaway.   Watching from the Seaview pool is always a great spot.  
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